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HOMEWORK FOR PUPPIES

1. CONTINUE TO SOCIALIZE YOUR PUPPY

EVEN THOUGH YOUR PUPPY IS UNDER 16 WEEKS OLD AND DOES NOT HAVE ALL OF HIS SHOTS YET, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU EXPOSE THE PUPPY TO DIFFERENT ENVIRONMENTS. PUPPIES GO THROUGH A “FEAR IMPRINT PERIOD” BETWEEN THE AGE OF 7 TO 12 WEEKS OLD.  IF THE PUPPY DOES NOT HAVE GOOD EXPERIENCES AT THIS TIME,  MANY BEHAVIORAL PROBLEMS CAN DEVELOP.  PROBLEMS  THAT CAN DEVELOP INCLUDE AGGRESSION, LACK OF CONFIDENCE, PHOBIIAS AND OTHERS.   MORE DOGS ARE EUTHANIZED BECAUSE OF BEHAVIORAL PROBLEMS THAN ALL THE DESEASES COMBINED.  MANY PEOPLE WHO ADOPT OR RESCUE DOGS AND FIND AGGRESSIVE ISSUES SAY THAT THEY THINK THE DOG WAS ABUSED.  IN MANY CASES THIS IS TRUE.  HOWEVER,  MORE LIKELY, IT IS BECAUSE OF A LACK OF SOCIALIZING AT THE DELICATE AGE OF THE “FEAR IMPRINT PERIOD”.  YOU CAN SOCIALIZE YOUR PUPPY BY TAKING HIM TO AREAS LIKE A MALL, A KIDS SOCCER GAME,  TO A FRIENDS WHO HAS A GROWN DOG THAT HAS HAD IT’S SHOTS.   TAKE A TON OF TREATS AND ASK A FRIEND OR BYSTANDER TO GIVE A TREAT TO YOUR PUPPY.  LET THE PUPPY GET USED TO LOOKING AT ALL TYPES AND SIZES OF PEOPLE.  BY THAT I MEAN KIDS, BABIES, LADIES WITH BIG HATS, PEOPLE CARRYING UMBRELLAS, PEOPLE CARRYING BAGS…AND IF YOU THINK YOUR PUPPY IS GETTING FEARFUL…DO NOT COMFORT IT…THIS WILL ONLY EXAGGERATE AND VALIDATE HIS FEELINGS!  IF YOU HAVE A “PURSE” PUPPY, DO NOT CARRY IT EVERYWHERE.  IT MUST LEARN TO WALK ON ITS OWN NEXT TO YOU…THIS IS A COMMON REASON WHY SMALL DOGS OF THIS TYPE HAVE AGGRESION ISSUES.  HAVE OTHER PEOPLE TAKE TURNS HOLDING YOUR DOG. THIS WILL ALLOW YOUR PUPPY TO TRUST AND ENJOY OTHERS. 

2. LEARN HOW TO BE A PACK LEADER RIGHT AWAY!

I HAVE WRITTEN AN ARTICLE ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS AND PACKLEADERSHIP.  PLEASE REFER TO IT.  IT WILL HELP YOU AVOID PROBLEMS IN THE FUTURE…AND SAVE YOU MONEY THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE TO SPEND ON DOG TRAINERS…  WWW.THEK9GAMEPLAN.COM…CLICK “ARTICLES”. THEY ARE FREE DOWNLOADS.

3. MAKE SURE YOU ARE DOING OK WITH HOUSEBREAKING

PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF THIIS IS AN ISSUE.  DOGS CAN TELL IF YOU ARE DISAPPOINTED WITH THEM.  THE RELATIONSHIP WILL SUFFER IF THEY ARE CONFUSED WITH  ELIMINATION ISSUES. IT IS INSTINCTUAL TO GO TO THE BATHROOM.  PUPPIES REALLY ARE NOT IN CONTROL OF THIS FOR THE FIRST FEW MONTHS OF THEIR LIFE (AGES VARY WITH SIIZE AND CIRCUMTANCES).  SO IT IS REALLY YOUR FAULT IF THERE IS A PROBLEM (UNLESS THERE IS A MEDICAL ISSUE, OF COURSE).  I HAVE ALSO WRITTEN AN ARTICLE ON THIS SUBJECT AS WELL.   “IF YOU AKE THE TIME IT TAKES, RIGHT IN THE BEGINNING…IT WILL TAKE LESS TIME”  

4. PUPPIES ARE NOT POSSESSIONS, THEY ARE LIVING BEINGS

YOU WILL HAVE A GREAT COMPANION WITH UNCONDITIONAL LOVE IF YOU CONTINUE TO NURTURE YOUR PUP.  IT IS HARD WORK THOUGH.  DO NOT GIVE UP ON YOUR DOG.   IT WILL BE HARD IN THE BEGINNING BUT YOU WILL BE SUCCESSFUL.   CHEWING, DIGGING, BARKING, LICKING YOUR FACE AND JUMPING UP ON YOU, RUNNING AIMLESSLY…ARE ALL SELF REWARDING PLEASURES TO A DOG.  THERE ARE WAYS TO DEAL WITH THESE BEHAVIORS.  IF YOU NEED HELP WITH ANY OF THIS, PLEASE LET ME KNOW.  I WOULD LOVE TO HELP YOU!  PLEASE BE AWARE OF A TYPICAL TRAP… DOG IS GETTING ON OWNERS NERVES BECAUSE DOG WANTS ATTENTION AND OWNER IS TOO BUSY. OWNER PUTS DOG OUTSIDE. DOG SITS AND SCRATCHES AT THE DOOR BECAUSE DOG WANTS IN WITH ITS PACK.  NOW OWNER IS MORE FRUSTRATED WITH DOG.  SO DOG DOES NOT GET ANY CLOSER TO GETTING ATTENTION.  A FLAT SPIN DEVELOPES.  WHEN THE DOG IS BROUGHT BACK INSIDE IT IS SO HAPPY IT IS OUT OF CONTROL JUMPING ON OWNER AND BEING HYPER…SO DOG GOES BACK OUTSIDE…DOGS NEED INTERACTION…  EXERCISE AND  DISCIPLINE WILL AVOID TYPICAL TRAPS.  KEEP IN MIND…THE DOG WANTS TO BE APART OF YOUR FAMILY.  IT IS IN HIS DNA MAKE-UP TO SATISFY THIS NEED.   

5. PLAY GAMES WITH YOUR PUPPY

 TEACHING YOU DOG TO FETCH IS A GREAT WAY TO GIVE HIM ACTIVITY WITH YOU.  WALKS CAN BE THE KEY TO WELL BEING!  HIDE AND SEEK ARE FUN FOR A PUP AS WELL. 

6. MASSAGE AND PRACTICE TOUCHING YOUR PUPPIES LEGS, BACK, TAIL, TUMMY, FACE AND MOUTH.

A PUPPY WILL BE SAFER FOR THE GROOMER AND VETS IF HE IS USED TO BEING TOUCHED.

7. WHEN YOUR PUP GETS DIARRIA, YOU MAY BE IN TROUBLE

THERE ARE 3 WAYS TO DESCIBE THIS…PUDDING DIARRIA, WATER DIARRIA, AND NORMAL STOLLS.   IF YOU HAVE WATER DIARRIA, YOUR DOG CAN DEHYDRATE WITHIN 12 HOURS…THIS IS AN EMERGENCY.  CALL THE VET.

8. TEACH OBEDIENCE RIGHT AWAY 

PUPPIES ARE CAPABLE OF LEARNING BY THE TIME YOU HAVE TAKEN POSSESSION OF THEM.  USE POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT METHODS UNTIL AT LEASE 6 MONTHS OF AGE.  IT WOULD BE GREAT IF YOU CAN ALWAYS USE POSITIVE METHODS BUT SOMETIMES WE HAVE TO PULL OUT A FEW TRICKS TO ENABLE A DOG TO LIVE IN ITS HOME SUCCESSFULLY AND AVOID BEING TAKEN TO THE POUND.  SO… HERE YOU ARE …DOING THE RIGHT THING…I AM IMPRESSED AND I THANK YOU FOR YOUR EFFORT…

